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Black Army 
Cutworm 
(Actebia
fennica)

Defoliator, increased pest with wildfire activity – reforestation 
issues

Not a new pest, major pest in 1980s (associated with broadcast 
burning)

Defoliation inhibits root growth and reduces the establishment 
of new roots into the soil

Seedlings should not be planted on infested sites if those sites 
are prone to drought. 

If feasible, planting should be delayed until after pupation, which 
usually occurs about June 15 at low elevations, and up to 3 
weeks later at higher elevations.



Black army cutworm life cycle



Black army 
cutworm damage

• Low pop: Lw
• Mod pop: Lw + Fd, Sx, Pl
• Outbreak pop: all 

conifer seedlings



Damage
• Most seedlings can sustain 

moderate defoliation 
(<60%) with limited 
impact on growth or 
survival

• Defoliation often occurs in 
patches

• Majority of defoliation 
occurs during year 1



Black army cutworm impacts



• High risk sites



• Pheromone monitoring: July 1- Sept 15 post fire, 1-3 years



• Lower risk once more susceptible species present on burn site



Check thresholds before planting







Larch Casebearer



Larch casebearer 
moth (Lepidoptera:
Coleophora laricella) 
IDC

• Host: eastern and western larch

• Introduced from Europe (in NA 1886; by mid-1960s W 
Canada), spread to BC from N Washington, Idaho, and 
Montana.

• Historically large populations caused defoliation in Nelson 
and Kamloops areas 

• Caused extensive defoliation in NA before it was brought 
under biological control (2 parasitoids): 

1. braconid Agathis pumila (Ratzburg)

2. eulophid Chrysocharis laricinellae (Ratzburg)

• Infestations occur fairly regularly, usually on a cycle of about 
eight years.

• AOS 2021 TSA: Arrow 8.96 ha; KL 24.01 ha



Detection

• Spring: 
• light brown foliage
• tiny, cigar-shaped cases on 

needles
• overwinter in needle cases 

attached to twigs near 
buds, larvae feed into 
needles

• Summer: 
• small silver gray moths

• Autumn: 
• after needles shed, 

presence of cases easily 
seen on twigs near buds



Damage

• New Needles: 
• Drying out/ browning

• Defoliation: 
• Severe defoliation can slow tree’s 

growth and even kill twigs
• but rarely kills the trees because 

most larches are able to produce 
new foliage



Larch casebearer


